
Prayer Meeting          14. CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

1. What instruction is given concerning confession of sin?
Num. 5: 6, 7.

2. How futile is it to attempt to hide sin from God?
Num. 32:23.

Ps. 90:8.

Heb. 4: 13.

3. What promise is made to those who confess their sins?
1 John 1:9.

4. What different results attend the covering and the confessing of sins?
Prov. 28:13.

5. How definite should we be in confessing our sins?
Lev. 5:5.

“True confession is always of a specific character, and acknowledges particular
sins. They may be of such a nature as to be brought before God only; they
may be wrongs that should be confessed to individuals who have suffered
injury through them; or they may be of a public character, and should then be
as publicly confessed. But all confession should be definite and to the point,
acknowledging the very sins of which you are guilty."

—E G White, Steps to Christ, page 43.

6. How fully did Israel once acknowledge their wrong doing ?
1 Sam. 12: 19.

7. When David confessed his sin, what did he say God did?
Ps. 32: 5.

8. Upon what did he rest his hope for forgiveness?
Ps. 51: 1.

9. What is God ready to do for all who seek forgiveness?
Ps. 86: 5.

10. What is the measure of the greatness of God's mercy?
Ps. 103: 11.

11. How fully does the Lord pardon when one repents?
Isa. 55: 7.



12. What reason is given for God’s readiness to forgive sin?
Micah 7: 18.

Ps. 78: 38.

13. Why does God manifest such mercy and long-suffering toward men?
2 Peter 3: 9.

14. What prayer did Moses offer in behalf of Israel?
Num. 14: 19.

15. What reply did the Lord immediately make?
Verse 20.

16. When the prodigal son, in the parable, repented and turned toward home,
what did his father do?
Luke 15: 20.

17. How did the father show his joy at his son's return?
Verses 22-24.

18. What is felt in heaven when a sinner repents?
 Verse 10.

19. What did Hezekiah say God had done with his sins?
Isa. 38: 17.

20. How completely does God wish to separate sin from us?
Micah 7: 19.

Ps. 103: 12.

21. How did the people respond to the preaching of John?
Matt. 3: 5, 6.

22. How did some of the believers at Ephesus testify to the sincerity of the
confession of their sins?
Acts 19: 18, 19.

23. Through whom are repentance and forgiveness granted?
Acts 5: 30,31.

24. What is the only unpardonable sin?
Matt. 12: 31, 32.

As the Holy Spirit is the agent that convicts of sin and brings the offer of pardon
through the Word, the denial of the Spirit's work is the refusal of pardon. In
other words, the only unpardonable sin is the sin which refuses to be
pardoned.



An aged minister fancied that he had committed the unpardonable sin. At last,
after much conflict, he submitted to what he mistakenly considered was the will
of God for him to be lost. Then something within him whispered: "Suppose
there is a hell for you, what would you, with your disposition and habits, do
there?" The quick answer was: "I would set up a prayer meeting." With the
words came the light of God to show him the absurdity of it all. The fact one
fears that he has committed this sin is the sure proof he has not.

— D L Moody (1837-1899)

25. Upon what basis has Christ taught us to ask forgiveness?
Matt. 6: 12.

26. What spirit must those cherish whom God forgives?
Verses 14, 15.

27. What exhortation is based on the fact that God has forgiven us?
Eph. 4: 32.

28. In what condition is one whose sins are forgiven?
Ps. 32: 1, 2.

There's a wideness in God's mercy
Like the wideness of the sea;

There's a kindness in His justice
Which is more than liberty.

There is welcome for the sinner,
And more graces for the good;

There is mercy with the Saviour ;
There is healing in His blood.

For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of man's mind,

And the heart of the Eternal
Is most wonderfully kind.

If our love were but more simple,
We should take Him at His word;

And our lives would be all sunshine
In the sweetness of our Lord.

— Frederick W. Faber.

Next study: Conversion or the New Birth.
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