
Prayer Meeting          15. CONVERSION OR THE NEW BIRTH

1. How did Jesus emphasise the necessity of conversion?
Matt. 18: 3.

2. In what other statement did He teach the same truth?
John 3: 3.

3. How did He further explain the new birth?
Verse 5.

4. With what comparison did He illustrate the subject?
Verse 8.

5. What change is wrought in conversion, or the new birth?
Eph. 2:5.

6. What is one evidence of this change from death to life?
1 John 3: 14.

7. From what is a converted sinner saved?
James 5: 20.

Acts 26: 14-18.

8. To whom are sinners brought by conversion?
Ps. 51: 10-13.

9. In what words to Peter did Jesus indicate the kind of service a converted
person should render to his brethren?
Luke 22: 31, 32.

10. What other experience is associated with conversion?
Matt. 13: 15.

11. What gracious promise does God make to His people?
Hosea 14: 4.

12. By what means is this healing accomplished?
Isa. 53: 5.

13. What takes place when one is converted to Christ?
2 Cor. 5: 17.

Acts 9: 1-22.

Acts 22: 1-21.

Acts 26: 1-23.

And be not con-
formed to this world:
but be ye transformed
by the renewing of
your mind, that ye
may prove what is
that good, and ac-
ceptable, and perfect,
will of God.

— Romans 12:2

Conversion:
Two caterpillars were
crawling across the
grass when a butterfly
flew over them. They
looked up, and one
nudged the other and
said, "You couldn't
get me up in one of
those things for a
million dollars."

Clarence Jordan made a
fascinating paraphrase of
Paul's letters called The
Cotton Patch Version. His
rendering of Romans 12:2
is this: "And don't let the
present age keep you in its
cocoon. Instead meta-
morphose into the new
mind." That's exactly what
Paul was saying, and the
implied illustration of the
lowly caterpillar turning
into the lovely butterfly
fits perfectly.



14. What is the value of merely outward forms?
Gal. 6:15.

15. Through what was the original creation wrought?
Ps. 33:6.

16. Through what instrumentality is conversion wrought?
1 Peter 1: 23.

17. What change is wrought by beholding Jesus?
2 Cor. 3: 18.

A beautiful statue once stood in the market-place of an Italian city. It
was the statue of a Greek slave girl. It represented the slave as tidy and well
dressed. A ragged, uncombed little street child coming across the statue in her
play one day, stopped and gazed at it in admiration. She was captivated by it.
She gazed long and lovingly. Moved by a sudden impulse, she went home and
washed her face and combed her hair. Another day she stopped again before
the statue and admired it, and got a new idea. Next day her tattered clothes
were washed and mended. Each time she looked at the statue she found
something in its beauties to admire and copy, until she was a transformed
child. By beholding we become changed.

18. What are the evidences that one has been born of God?
1 John 2: 29.

1 John 4: 7.

19. What is true of everyone who believes in Jesus?
1 John 5: 1.

20. What do those born of God not do?
Verse 18.

21. What indwelling Power keeps such from sinning?
1 John 3: 9.

1 John 5: 4.

 Gen. 1 39: 9.

22. What will be the experience of those born of the Spirit?
Rom. 8: 1.

Next study: Baptism.

Adapted from Bible Readings for The Home Circle
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A turn involves two
things: it involves a
terminus a quo and a
terminus ad quem.
It involves a turning
from something and a
turning toward some-
thing.

—William Barclay
(1907-78)


