
Prayer Meeting          20. RIGHTEOUSNESS AND LIFE

1. What is assured to the believer in Christ?
John 3: 16.

2. What is revealed in the gospel?
Rom. 1:17.

3. What has Christ brought to light through the gospel?
2 Tim. 1: 10.

4. How closely are righteousness and life thus united?
Prov. 12: 28.

5. What does he find who follows after righteousness?
Prov. 21: 21.

6. Through what does grace reign unto eternal life?
Rom. 5: 21.

7. What is the very life of the Spirit?
Rom. 8: 10.

8. What are the commandments of God declared to be?
Ps. 119: 172.

Always do right. This will gratify most people, and astonish the rest.
—Mark Twain

9. What did Jesus declare God's commandments to be?
John 12: 50.

Life and righteousness are thus shown to be inseparable.

10. What does the prophet Jeremiah declare Christ to be?
Jer. 23: 6. (Jehovah Tzidkenu)

11. What does Christ declare Himself to be?
John 14: 6.

"[Abraham] believed in the Lord; and [God] counted it to him for righteousness." Gen. 15:6.



12. How is righteousness received?
Rom. 5: 17.

If there is righteousness in the heart, there will be beauty in character. If there
is beauty in character, there will be harmony in the home. If there is harmony in
the home, there will be order in the nation. If there is order in the nation, there
will be peace in the world.

— Chinese proverb

Is this earned?
The Stairway to Heaven, the SDA touts,

Is a strenuous route for the stoutest of scouts;
A circuitous climb that will leave one no doubts

As to why none have breath for their "Victory!" shouts.
—Steve Johnson, 12/16/98

13. How is eternal life bestowed?
Rom. 6:23.

14. What did Moses set forth as the basis of righteousness?
Deut. 6: 25.

In a recent NCAA cross-country championship held in Riverside, California,
123 of the 128 runners missed a turn. One competitor, Mike Delcavo, stayed
on the 10,000-meter course and began waving for fellow runners to follow him.
Delcavo was able to convince only four other runners to go with him. Asked
what his competitors thought of his mid-race decision not to follow the crowd,
Delcavo responded, "They thought it was funny that I went the right way."

Delcavo was one who ran correctly. In the same way, our goal is to run
correctly--to finish the race marked out for us by Christ. We can rejoice over
those who have courage to follow, ignoring the laughter of the crowd.  "I have
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Now there
is in store for me the crown of righteousness ..." (2 Tim. 4:7-8).

   -- Loren D. McBain, Mesa, Arizona.  Leadership, Vol. 15, no. 3.

15. What did Christ indicate as essential to eternal life?
Matt. 19: 17.

NOTE - The righteousness of God, which is obtained by faith in Christ, brings
with it the life of God, which is inseparably connected with righteousness; and
the life of God, which is bestowed upon man as a gift through his faith in Christ,
is a life of righteousness---the righteousness, or right-doing, of Christ.

Next study: Bible Sanctification.
Adapted from Bible Readings for The Home Circle, Review & Herald, 1958


