
Prayer Meeting                 22. IMPORTANCE OF SOUND DOCTRINE

1. Does it matter what one believes, so long as he is sincere?
2 Thess. 2: 13.

NOTE - Doctrine affects the life. Truth leads to life and God; error to death and
destruction. No one would think of saying it matters not what god one
worships, so long as he is sincere, any more than he would think of saying it
matters not what one eats or drinks, so long as he relishes what he eats and
drinks; or what road he travels, so long as he thinks he is on the right road.
Sincerity is a virtue; but it is not the test of sound doctrine. God wills that we
shall know the truth, and He has made provision whereby we may know what
is truth. [The devil is sincere, but he is sincerely wrong.  -- Billy Graham (1918- )]

2. Did Joshua think it immaterial what god Israel served?
Joshua 24: 14, 15.

NOTE - The influence of all idolatrous worship is degrading.
Homework: Read Rom. 1: 21-32 Exodus 32; 1 Cor. 10: 20; 1 John 5: 21.

3. How may we determine the truthfulness of any doctrine?
1 Thess. 5: 21.

4. By what should we test, or prove, all doctrine?
Isa. 8: 20.

NOTE - The Bible is the test of all doctrine. Whatever does not harmonise and
square with this, is not to be received. "There is but one standard of the
everlastingly right and the everlastingly wrong, and that is the Bible."
--T. de Witt Talmage.

5. Of what kind of doctrines should we beware?
Eph. 4: 14.

Heb. 13: 9.

6. What is a "wind of doctrine"?
Jer. 5: 13.

NOTE - Calling a doctrine a wind of doctrine does not make it such. That which
is not sustained by the Word of God is a wind of doctrine.

If your theology doesn't change your behaviour, it will never change your destiny.
—Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1834-1892)



7. For what is all Scripture profitable?
2 Tim. 3: 16.

8. What advice was given to Timothy while preparing for the gospel ministry?
1 Tim. 4: 13-16.

9. What solemn charge was given him concerning his public work?
2 Tim. 4: 1, 2.

10. Why did the apostle say this duty was so imperative?
2 Tim. 4: 3, 4.

11. What similar instruction was given to Titus?
Titus 2: 1-7.

12. What will sound doctrine enable the faithful teacher to do?
Titus 1: 9.

13. What danger attends the teaching of false doctrine?
2 Tim. 2: 18.

14. Who are the disciples of Jesus, and what gracious work does the truth do
for those who receive it?
John 8: 31, 32.

15. Through what are they to be sanctified?
John 17: 17.

16. What kind of worship results from false teaching?
Matt. 15: 9.

17. Can we close our ears to truth, and remain innocent before God?
Prov. 28: 9.

18. What did Christ say of those who will to do God's will?
John 7: 17                       Ps. 25: 9                   John 8: 12.



19. What will God allow to come to those who reject truth?
2 Thess. 2: 10-12.

20. By what doctrines are some to be misled in the last days?
1 Tim. 4: 1.

2 Peter 2: 1.

21. What fate awaits blind teachers and their followers?
Matt. 15: 14.

22. To whom will the gates of the heavenly city finally be opened?
Isa. 26: 2.

Rev. 22: 14.

Truth is the gem for which we seek,
0 tell us where shall it be found
For this we search, and pray, and weep,
That truth may in our hearts abound.
We want the truth on every point,
We want it all to practise by;
Do Thou, O Lord, our eyes anoint
With a fresh unction from on high.
--Charlotte Haskins.

Adapted from Bible Readings for The Home Circle, Review & Herald, 1958

Next study: Present Truth.

There is a great line in one of Charles
Schulz's Peanuts cartoons. It is raining
"cats and dogs" outside the window when
Lucy asks the most profound question of
the day. "Boy, look at it rain. What if it
floods the whole world?" Fully up to the
occasion as usual, Linus, the resident
theologian, answers that a world-wide
flood is impossible since Genesis 9
promises that God will never again flood
the earth. Obviously relieved, Lucy sighs,
"You've taken a great load off my mind...."
Linus's final summation:
"Sound theology has a way of doing that!"


