
Prayer Meeting               5. THE ORIGIN OF EVIL

1. With whom did sin originate?
1 John 3: 8.

Note-Without the Bible, the question of the origin of evil would remain
unexplained.

2. From what time has the devil been a murderer?
John 8: 44.

3. What is the devil's relationship to lying?
Same verse.

4. Was Satan created sinful?
Eze. 28:15.

Note-This, and the statement in John 8: 44, that he "abode not in the truth,"
show that Satan was once perfect, and in the truth. Peter speaks of "the angels that
sinned" (2 Peter 2: 4) ; and Jude refers to "the angels which kept not their first estate"
(Jude 6) ; both of which show that these angels were once in a state of sinlessness
and innocence.

5. What further statement of Christ seems to lay the responsibility for the origin
of sin upon Satan and his angels?
Matt. 25: 41.

6. What led to Satan's sin, rebellion, and downfall?
Eze. 28: 17.
Isa. 14: 13, 14.

Note - In a word, pride and self-exaltation led to Satan's downfall, and for these
there is no justification or adequate excuse. "Pride goes before destruction, and a
haughty spirit before a fall Prov 16:18. Hence, while we may know of the origin, cause,
character, and results of evil, no good or sufficient reason or excuse can be given for
it. To excuse it is to justify it; and the moment it is justified it ceases to be sin. All sin is
a manifestation of selfishness in some form, and its results are the opposite of those
prompted by love. The experiment of sin will result finally in its utter abandonment and
banishment forever, by all created intelligences, throughout the entire universe of
God. Only those who foolishly and persistently cling to sin will be destroyed with it.
The wicked will then "be as though they had not been" (Obadiah 16), and the
righteous shall "shine as the brightness of the firmament," and "as the stars for ever
and ever Dan.12: 3. "Affliction shall not rise up the second time." Nahum 1:9.7.

In contrast with the pride and self-exaltation exhibited by Satan, what spirit did
Christ manifest?
Phil. 2: 6-8.

8. After man had sinned, how did God show His love, and His willingness to
forgive?
John 3: 16.



Note - Inasmuch as God, who is love, who delights in mercy, and who change
not, offered pardon and granted a period of probation to man when he sinned, it is but
reasonable to conclude that a like course was pursued toward the heavenly
intelligences who first sinned, and that only those who persisted in sin, and took their
stand in open revolt and rebellion against God and the government of heaven, were
finally cast out of heaven. Rev. 12: 7-9.
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Notes:

Supplementary reading: Did God create sin?
Isaiah 45:7 reads, "I form the light and created darkness: I make peace and created evil: I the
Lord do all these things."

I understand that this verse, in its context is referring to Cyrus - a type in Scripture of the Devil
(Satan) whom God did create! So, did God create sin? Perhaps this is best answered by asking,
'what is sin?'
In a perfect world sin would not exist. This is because sin is a "nonentity reality" (a phrase I
have coined).
Now, before you label me an heretic, let me explain. (I do believe in sin!) We know that God
didn't create Dark, he created Light. You can't make Dark. Dark is simply the absence of light.
Take away the Light and you are left with Dark.
Now I would like to suggest that God didn't create Cold, he created the Sun (Heat). You can't
make Cold. Cold is simply the absence of heat. Even a refrigerator gets cold because you
remove the heat, not because you make Cold. Take away the Heat and you are left with Cold.
God didn't create Vacuums. A Vacuum is simple the absence of matter (e.g. air). Take away
the Air and you are left with a Vacuum.
God didn't create Silence. A Silence is simple the absence of Sound. Take away the Sound and
you are left with Silence. There are many examples of this in nature.
In the same way God didn't create fear. (2 Timothy 1:7 - "For God hath not given us the spirit
of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind." Fear is the absence of Love. (1 John
4:18 – "There is no fear in love; but perfect love casteth out fear: because fear hath torment. He
that feareth is not made perfect in love.")
Now back to our discussion of Sin.
Sin is the absence of God. GOD DIDN'T CREATE SIN but when he gave man freedom of
choice, man could then choose to live apart from God and His law.
This, then, is Sin - being apart from God and His Law. (1 Corinthians 15:56 "The sting of
death is sin; and the strength of sin is the law." and 1 John 3:4 "Whosoever committeth sin
transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression of the law.")
Sin is separation from God (Romans 8:35, 39 "Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? ... Nor
height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to separate us from the love of God,
which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.")
Sin is so serious that it cost Jesus His life just to bring about a reconciliation between Man and
God.
Did God Create Sin? No!

--Lionel Hartley <www.hartleyonline.blogspot.com/2012/09/did-god-create-sin.html>
(First published in FreEzine Magazine, Issue 56 Vol 6 # 2 February 2005)
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