
(John 15:18-27 NIV)
 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me
first. (19) If you belonged to the world, it would love
you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world,
but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the
world hates you. (20) Remember the words I spoke to
you: ‘No servant is greater than his master.’ If they per-
secuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed
my teaching, they will obey yours also. (21) They will
treat you this way because of my name, for they do not
know the One who sent me. (22) If I had not come and
spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now,
however, they have no excuse for their sin. (23) He who
hates me hates my Father as well. (24) If I had not done
among them what no one else did, they would not be
guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles,
and yet they have hated both me and my Father. (25)
But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They
hated me without reason.’

(26) “When the Counselor comes, whom I will
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes
out from the Father, he will testify about me. (27) And
you also must testify, for you have been with me from
the beginning.

(John 15:18-27 KJV)
If the world hate you, ye know that it hated me before it
hated you. (19) If ye were of the world, the world would
love his own: but because ye are not of the world, but I
have chosen you out of the world, therefore the world
hateth you. (20) Remember the word that I said unto
you, The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have
persecuted me, they will also persecute you; if they have
kept my saying, they will keep yours also. (21) But all
these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake,
because they know not him that sent me. (22) If I had
not come and spoken unto them, they had not had sin:
but now they have no cloak for their sin. (23) He that
hateth me hateth my Father also. (24) If I had not done
among them the works which none other man did, they
had not had sin: but now have they both seen and hated
both me and my Father. (25) But this cometh to pass,
that the word might be fulfilled that is written in their
law, They hated me without a cause.

(26) But when the Comforter is come, whom I
will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of
truth, which proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify
of me: (27) And ye also shall bear witness, because ye
have been with me from the beginning.

Part 1 Vs 18-26
A key theme in the previous section was love. What is the antonym (word opposite in meaning) in this section?

According to this passage, why does the ‘world’ hate us/you?

Who is/are the ‘world’ in these verses

Why would Jesus, quoting from Psalm 35:19, say that ‘They hated me without a cause’? Was it just to fulfil
what was written (Vs 25)?

How is Jesus’ saying, ‘The servant is not greater than his lord’ relevant to His argument in this passage?

This passage talks about two groups of people. How can we be sure to which group we belong?

Part 2 Vs 26,27
What is Jesus asking his disciples to do, and why?

Does this apply to us, seeing that we were not with Him from the beginning? Why?

Supplementary Questions:
Verse 22 says, ‘…now they have no cloak for their sin’. Have they committed the ‘unpar-
donable sin’? Explain.

In your own words, what does it mean when it says that the Counsellor (Parakletos: an
intercessor, consoler, advocate, comforter.) will testify (martureo: witness,  give [evidence],
bear record,) about Jesus? (Vs 26)

How can we do that also? (Vs 27)

This passage was both spoken by Jesus and recorded by John to give encouragement to the
hearer/reader. What can you find in this passage that is encouraging to you personally?
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